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Pastorodos Letter

Dear people of St. Philipbs and all who read t|
Godds Holy Spirit has come upon us with oy
son!! The successful Garden Tour and English Tea followed the next day with the

amazing baptism of Wyatt Mechado. Many hearts
which passes all understandingdé as we received
al | gat hered around the bapti smal font singing

kingdom of Godé¢, ten month old Wyatt began to
the sound enveloping him. As prayers were said on his behalf and we all made our

promises to do all in our power to support him in his Christian life, he began to

look intently at his mom, Amethyst, and then at me. A look of wonder crossed his

face has | held him ever so carefully over the baptismal font and began the with the

wor ds: OWyatt, I baptize you in the name of th
of warm water over his foreheadeéedothe Sondét he s
ing down the back of his headédéand the Holy S
with the third scoop of water.
Then | dried his head and
applied the chrism olil in the
shape of a cross upon his
forehead, O0You
Christds own
Wyatt looked at me with
spirit filled wonder, closed
his eyes, breathed a deep
sigh, and fell completely
asleep in my ar
the spiritoéeit
little cherub, the newest
Christian in our midst, gave
himself over completely to
the power of the Holy Spirit,
washing over his body, mind
and soul, filling him with
complete bliss.

Dondt we all crave that sense of complete
God? Doesndt Wyattds complete abandonment of
love make you want to be a baby again, without a worry in the world, trusting in
ol ove freely giveno? Foll owing that baptismal

in the parish hall later that day, | saw baby Wyatt awake, but in the loving arms of

another one of our community, Jose Gonzalez, smiling, swinging this baby boy in

his arms, extending the trust of our faith community one step more for this young

family. The joy on both faces i grown man and babe in arms fi spoke to me of the
unique joy we find in a community dedicated to giving themselves over to others.

Can we all love one another with such abandonment? (continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
The faith community of St. Philipds offers
and situations to come worship, fellowship, study, work and play with us. We
pride ourselves on welcoming children of all ages, but we also find ourselves
challenged to give appropriate spiritual and emotional care to everyone in our
midst. We have babies, toddlers, elementary, middle school and high school
children. We have individual parent volunteers who give love and lots of per-
sonal time in ministry to our young ones, yet | often feel we stretch these few
volunteers to the max, expecting much more of them than is humanly possi-
ble. During this past year we worked hard to create teams of teachers, using
parental support, and many feel we are doing a remarkable job with our all
volunteer Sunday School ministry. Others wish we had a paid professional
staff member, called and equipped to oversee our youth and family ministry.
We have a $15,000.00 gift donated for the purpose of enhancing our youth
and family ministry. We are called to be good stewards not only of those
funds, but also of peopleds time and talent.
ested in leading a parish process to help us discern a clear vision for our
youth and family ministries. One aspect will be to ask how we can best use
these funds, another to create 0Oj ob descript
family ministry, another aspect will be to see how our overall ministry efforts
support families f children, parents, singles and couples. We hope we can
work over the summer in a way that brings us new life to our September plans
for Sunday School/Christian Education.
Bishop Mary visits us on June 8. The Holy Spirit will come forth as we
again baptize and confirm those who are making fresh commitments to Christ
in their lives. Also, Bishop Mary will share her vision of this new time in our
Diocese for oWonder, Believe, and Createbo. F
our own visioning process, inviting the Holy Spirit to guide us into new, fresh
ideas on sharing our commitment to God and each other in Christ.
Peace, Pastor Mary

St Philipds has a wonder ful Har vest Fali
This year we are looking for a coordinator to organize all the activity.
Could YOU be that person?

Please contact Jose Gonzalez if you are interested in
finding out how easy and rewarding this would be!

And thank you for considering this significant contri-
bution to St Philipds!

Jose can be reached by phone: 438 -0268
Or by email:  jose.gonzalez@plantronics.com



mailto:jose.gonzalez@plantronics.com
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Going Green

St . Philipds Church has begun the process tow
becoming a green parish! Over the coming months we will be look-
ing closely at our practices relating to pollution prevention, energy
conservation, solid waste reduction and water conservation. Some
specific items on the certification checklist include using janitorial
products made of environmentally friendly chemicals, installing en-
ergy-efficient light fixtures and bulbs, reducing our paper usage by
using both sides of a piece of paper, checking faucets for leaks or
installing low flow aerators in faucets to reduce water usage. In
some cases, equipment upgrades are provided free by local water
districts or at the very least there are rebates for water saving and
energy saving improvements!

I know that many St. Philipbds members have a
sues, and t hat some of the requirements are alree
as the practice of recycling paper in the office, the use of CFL bulbs and the provision of
recycling containers in the Parish Hall and kitchen.

There are also many ways in
which each one of us can contribute
t hat donot cost money, s u
our own mugs to use at refreshment
time, rather than using throwaway
cups. Another way is to take alternative
transportation to church: perhaps you
could carpool, or ride a bicycle? We have
just had our first ever Bike to Worship
day. Thank you so much, Carter, for co-
ordinating this event, which was a great
success.  According to Bike to Worship
organizers, St. Philip's tied for first place
in having the most people riding bikes

to church this year. Wo u

der ful to see St. Philipds members biking on a r
emissions we could save, not to mention how healthy that would feel!

Why do we want to go green? For one, we can s

energy, water, waste and raw materials. Becoming more responsible stewards of our
earthés resources can only be a positive action,
ing our image within our community. | am looking forward to our being the first green -
certified church in Scotts Valley!
Camilla Shaffer , For Environmental Resources



