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Pastorõs Letter:   
òSummer Reflectionsó 
 Oh, those òlazy hazy days of summeróñwhere have they gone?!  This has been a 
season of fun and refreshment for many (beginning with our Sunday School end of 
year pool party and B -B-Q here in our Scotts Valley neighborhood!).  Others of us, my-
self included, have had to spend our òfree timeó sorting through our homes, seeking 
the òtreasures amongst the trashó as we prepare ourselves or our loved ones for major 
moves from homes weõve enjoyed for many years.  It is a bittersweet thing to be mak-
ing a transition from one community to another, something we see in the lives of 
young adults moving into independent lives to college or new careers, or in the lives 
of retirees going off to a new phase of life, or finally, our elderly parents giving up the 
independence of their own homes to move in with others who can care for them in 
the latter stages of life.  
 Here at St. Philipõs we find ourselves having to say ògood-byeó to two leadership 
couples who are retiring and moving out of the area to start new lives closer to family 
and friends.  Bishopõs Warden, Karen Krestensen and Associate Priest, Bill Kelly, are 
wrapping up nearly 30 years here in Scotts Valley, moving to the Santa Rosa area to be 
near Karenõs sister and their many children and grandchildren.  Karen and Bill have 
contributed tremendously to St. Philipõs during these formative young years of our 
congregation, serving at the altar, in Bible studies, liturgical arts, coordinating volun-
teers for the English Tea and Garden Tour, the Search Committee, Youth Mentoring 
Support Team, the Vicarõs wellness team, the Womenõs Retreat Team, the Steward-
ship Team and of course offering more than one term on the Bishopõs committee!  In 
addition many have been blessed to know them through pastoral care, dinner groups 
and just plain fun friendship ñthey will be sorely missed!  
 Bill and Sara DeRouchy are retiring and moving to Scottsdale, Arizona.  These 
two have also contributed tremendously to the building up of St. Philipõs Church.  
Bill did an amazing job working with Debby Dodds on improving the upstairs office 
building, creating inviting, useful spaces for individual professionals to use as busi-
ness office space while creating a dynamic business plan for St. Philipõs that now 
serves us better than ever. Bill also served on the Bishopõs Committee and as Treas-
urer, getting us through some especially challenging financial situations.  Meanwhile, 
Sara added her talents to the Liturgical Arts Team, production and ticket sales for 
the English Tea and Garden Tour, and organizing the Holiday and Harvest Craft Fair. 
As we bid farewell to these faithful servants on Friday evening, August 22, 6 -9pm, we 
will offer them Godõs blessing, that they will find fruitful ministry and faithful fellow-
ship in their new communities.   
 

Continued on page 2  
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Pastorõs Letter continued from page 1 
 
 This going away event will be a reminder of the changing seasons of our lives ñ
a time for all of us to stop and reflect upon how valuable it is to be in loving commu-
nity with one another while we are able, for in time things do change.  Please be sure 
to do all you can to be with us, to celebrate the Kelly -Krestensens and the DeR-
ouchys, and to rejoice in all that we are as a community of faith blessed by the pres-
ence of our Lord Jesus Christ, whose òbodyó extends throughout the world through 
faithful friends, where ever they may be.  
 

And may we all have a peaceful ending to our summer!  
In Christ,  

Pastor Mary  

Bishopõs Visit 
 
 

On the 1st of June, Bishop 
Mary Gray-Reeves visited our 
church. We had a potluck 
breakfast in the morning while 
she talked to the people who 
attended. She also led the ser-

vice. During communion, when all the kids were up by the 
altar, the communion rail gave way and Jonathon G -J dra-

matically fell backwards off the platform 
onto the floor!  Carter made a fabulous 
cake for the celebrations afterwards.  

Then...  
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Professional Christian Educators  
 

 For Professional Christian educators, Sunday school teachers  and others com-
mitted to Christian formation ð You won't want to miss the 10/12-15 Western Chris-
tian Educator's Conference  at beautiful Zephyr Point Conference Center in Lake 
Tahoe. A cooperative venture between NAECED (National Association of Episcopal 
Christian Education Directors), APCE (Presbyterian) and AUCE (United Church of 
Christ) educators, this annual conference features excellent speakers, presenters 
and musicians; a lively diverse crowd of educators and publishers; and all at a spec-
tacular Lake Tahoe location. Download forms and more information at  
 http://www.lessonsfromtheshepherd.com/wcec.htm . Or contact Julia McCray -
Goldsmith, Faith Formation Coordinator, The Episcopal Diocese of California, 
juliam@diocal.org   (415) 869-7826 if you have questions.  
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Blessing of the Backpacks  
 10:00 a.m. Sunday September 7th  

 
 Children are invited to bring their backpacks 
to be ôblessedõ as we pray for our children, schools 
and educators as they launch into a new school year.  

We will be celebrating with a potluck after the service, so please 
bring something delicious to share!  
 
 We will be collecting school supplies  and donations for Valley 
Churches United.  Last year St. Philipõs was honored with an Angel Award 
for our  contributions and efforts in collecting school supplies.   Please take 
advantage of storesõ òtwo for oneó deals or else a cash donation is great.   
 Ideas for needed supplies:  
#2 pencils, 12ó rulers, backpacks, binders, scissors, calculators. Colored pen-
cils, crayons, dictionaries, dividers, erasers, paper, ink pens, markers, note-
books etc.  

 
Have you been collecting all your pennies???  If 
not, itõs not too late to start.  We will be sorting and 
counting our pennies at the end of summer to offer up 
at this service.  It is wonderful that at the beginning of 
this school year, here in Scotts Valley, we are able to 
connect with others around the world and help them 

to share in the opportunities we have for education.  Please bring your Pen-
nies for Peace jars into the church office or to the service.  

 Get looking for those odd lost pennies in those cracks behind the sofa and 
the backs of drawers!  



E.Y.E.  

 On July 13 th, 2008, Hannah Potts, 15, of St. Philipõs Scotts Valley, Elizabeth 
Turner, 16, of St. Stephenõs SLO and Carter Potts, also of St. Philipõs Scotts Valley re-
turned from the national Episcopal Youth Event, E.Y.E. in San Antonio, Texas.  The 
E.Y.E. event attracted youth from all over the United States, Canada, Guam, Puerto 
Rico, Honduras, Micronesia and Europe.  This five day event, hosted by Trinity Univer-
sity in San Antonio, was a fantastic experience for the youth, and featured a celebra-
tion of Eucharist and sermon by Presiding Bishop Katherine Jefferts Schori.  Many 
Bishops attended with their youth, and there were inspiring speeches, sermons and 
panel speakers by many bishops, clergy, lay leaders from the National church, and teens.  
According to Hannah Potts, the best speech given the whole week was by a Puerto Ri-
can teen in Spanish (with English translation projected on a large screen behind him).  

 The event, from announcements, to music, to worship was bilingual in English and 
Spanish, and for our English speaking youth was an enriching experience to sometimes 
be the uncomprehending one in a group.  What was found was that the Holy Spirit 
moves in both languages, and both Elizabeth and Hannah received healing prayers and 
anointing in Spanish from the Bishop of Honduras, which they found to be incredibly 
moving and powerful.  
 The Music Team did a great job leading the 1200 youth in song and in prayer with 
an incredibly diverse song list in two languages, many styles, amazing instrumentation 
featuring drums, guitar, bass, horns, violin, keyboard, and vocals.  Some youth were ini-
tially put off by the unfamiliar songs,  hard driving rock, and rich instrumentation but 
by the end of the event most if not all 1200 participants were gleefully singing worship 
songs in Spanish at the top of their lungs.  The Comedy Team did a great job of broad-
casting the news in their sweaty suits, you can check them out at EYE2008.org.  Appar-
ently these kids were staying up later and later every night during the week trying to 
complete and edit their tapes before morning program and the results became sillier 
and sillier as the week went on.  Yes we loved it. The Drama Team was a talented group 
of young actors who performed skits, jokes, and from time to time more serious mate-
rial, which somehow wove into the 
programs and presentations  for an 
amazing end result.  
 There were many choices of 
workshops and forums to attend, 
and during free time we were free 
to avail ourselves of the Univer-
sityõs amenities such as swimming 
pool, track, game rooms, and dorm 
lobbies set up for crafts, knitting, 
yoga, and salsa dancing, among 
others.  
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Skyline to Sea Hike  
  

 The hike is fast approaching... Saturday, August 23, 2008 , in fact.  If you 
have been a part of this amazing witness to God's creation, you will know how 
wonderful it is and you will have marked it on your calendars.  
 For those of you who have thought about it and never been a part of 
this celebration of fellowship, why not make this the year you join us on the 
Hike.  
We shall meet at the Park and Ride in SV no later than 8:30 a.m.  Bring a sack 
lunch and plenty of water and wear comfortable shoes and layers.  It gets 
quite warm in the hills, but cools down at the end. Make sure you have $1.50 
for the bus and prepare yourself for a fantastic day out.  The Hike is really 
quite gentle and we shall stop at Berry Falls for lunch.  After the hike, we shall 
picnic at Greyhound Rock.  
If you are not a hiker, then come and join us at 2:30 p.m. for fellowship, a won-
derful picnic and some stiff sea breezes!  You 
will meet the hikers at Waddell Creek and join 
the picnic and transportation crew.  You are a 
vital and necessary part of the team and you will 
surely be met with great applause by the weary 
walkers at the end of the hike.  Without your 
help, we can't get home again and thus we won't 
be in church on Sunday to tell the tale!!  Please 
let me know if you will hike, or if you can drive 
and/or bring food. (Hikers should leave food 
with a driver at the Park and Ride in the morn-
ing.) See you   Saturday, I hope.  
 

Lucy Gowan  
mummpo@sbcglobal.net  
(832)430-0654 
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Berry Falls  
Lunch Spot  

 

Harvest Craft Fair  
Saturday October 18th  

Be sure to mark it on your calendar to come and do your holiday shopping!  

 


