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Pastoros: Letter

oFight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and
about which you made the good confession in the
1 Timothy 6:12
Dear People of St. Philipds,
As summer came to its inevitable end, many of us rallied up for September sched-
ul es busy with oOback t o-pakshsocoelr intensebworksssshiedulgs, & a ¢ k
restart on our Bible classes, Sunday School activities, Scouts, and so much more. Just as

we were getting started, two families found themselves saying good -bye to loved ones who,
l'i ke Paul writing to Timothy OFought the good fig
to which they were calledé. 6 Each in his own way

away knowing they were in the loving arms of family and God. Each bore witness to the
eternal life to which we are all called. We can all choose to live in the presence of the eter-
nal, right here, right now, as revealed to us through the life, death and resurrection of Je-

sus Christ. We know this eternal l'ife, as we exp
lives of those who choose to receive.
Prior to his passing, Jim Sotelo and | had oppo

He truly gave himself over to Godds oOpeace which p
neral various people came forward to share reflections of the way his life touched theirs.

Many of us noticed that in each case --sister, daughter, CEO/boss, CFO co  -worker,

neighbor, or church friend articulated experiences in which Jim was the peacemaker, the

one to Obuild bridgesd6 between people or groups.
as oOliving in a place of peaced6 or simply oObeing t
tion i not for his sake, but for the well -being of all. He may not have spoken of Jesus as

the peacemaker, but Jim lived that peace.
Jim, Sandy, Di ana and Matt began worshipping at
gation gathering in various locations in Scotts Valley. With the assistance of Jim as

Bi shopds Warden, our Diocese helped St. Philipds p

to create the feeling of a oOochurcho. Jimbs spiri

helped facilitate this process fihe tol d me o0it was fun!é As he, S

|l aughed and wept recently, we wondered how the goo«

tinue as his |l egacy at St. Philipds. One day | as

a memorial fund set up in his name, in which people could offer a financial donation to St.

Philipds in Jimds honor. Thoughtfully, he said yes
Jim had already articulated his spiritually grounded understanding of what it means

to be a good steward of Godds gifts. He wWWeoatee and

stewards of the world and God .Waase alsmstewands ofsothe i t s c a
other gifts God has entrusted to us: our time, talents and finances. How does God want us

to steward these? To his purpose and in the service of the Lord. Other gifts from God that

are key to any discussion of stewardship are our hearts and our souls. God has provided

these gifts so that in listening to them we might direct our other gifts of time, talents and

finances to fulfill His purpose. ltds in |listening to our hearts the
pose. | can tell you my heart and soul give honor anc
and to this congregation. Listening to my heart over the years, a significant portion of my

own humble time, talents and finances, have gone, and will continue to go, to supporting

Godds purpose through this Church. 6 (St. Philipds
at http://www.stphilip -sv.org/news/2007/news0711.pdf )
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Jim and Sandy agreed that a Memorial Fund in his name, to benefit future
generations of St. Philipos, would be a fitting
Jim had with St. Philip6s. To that end, we set u
letter deadline, the fund has approximately $25,000.00.

Some of you may remember that Jim facilitated, along with Val Jackson, Bill
Derouchy and others, the first upgrade of our kitchen many years ago. Prior to his
passing, Jim, Sandy and | discussed the possibility of using a significant portion of
the Memorial Fund to assist in the current project to upgrade our kitchen, a project
that parishioner Jose Gonzalez is leading. (One of the serendipitous joys of this cir-

cumstance is that Jose knew Jim not just as a St
wor ker at Pl antronics!) Additionall vy, Sandy has
our St ewardship/ Finance Team, and ot her St . Phili

cide appropriate allocation of these funds for future ministry. We invite your input,
too. As we prayerfully consider stewardship of these funds, we will do our best to do

as Jim wrote: oOListen to our hearts to understand
If you, too, are interested in participating in this discussion, please contact ei-

ther me or a Bishop6s Committee member. I f you v

Sotelo Memori al Fund, you may do so at St . Phil i

Fund, 5271 Scotts Valley Drive, Scotts Valley, CA 95066.

In closing, let me express again the tremendous sense of gratitude the Sotelo
family and the Ruiz family felt as the people of
time and care to support them through a difficult season, watching their loved ones

pass away. I't is through your witness of Chri st
brings Godds eternal hope to the hearts of all/l
In Christ,

Pastor Mary

Victor Manuel Ruiz
1946 A 2008

James Murieta Sotelo
December 13, 1947 -September 12,
2008



Parking Lot Sealed and Refreshed!!

St

The parking lot

Phili po0s

project is finished! Tremendous team work

Gl

ow

S

brought this project to a conclusion, with Don Roth and Den-

nis Potts leading the way.

it happen, and give them a big "pat on the back™:

Jim Blessing,

Steve Dodds,

Christopher

Jones,
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wi t h

Look for those who helped to make

Steve Allen,

Granger -Jones, Jose Gonzalez, Rob Mills, Richard
rissa Shaffer, Don Roth, Dennis Potts, and Don's friend Olaf

oh, and Pastor Mary was a reliable "go -fer" and weed puller!

Marcus

and Ma-

The week following the completion of the Parking Lot Project, Bishop Mary Gray

Hospita

Reeves and the Diocesan Commi ssion on Ministry
prayer and discernment. Thanks to the clean, fresh look of the parking lot, the inviting
oWel comed6 banner above our door, and the open,
way and sanctuary (including Liturgical Arts t
Created streamers) the people attending the mee
tion. Some who had never visited here were del
warm and inviting spaceo. The chair of the com
Othankséfor the warm welcome and wonder f ul hosp
very well, and your facility met our needs nicel
ship in the sanctuary. The coordinator of their event also gave words of deep apprecia-
tion for our Office Manager, Anita Dilts, and her gracious way of helping them set up for
a successful multi  -use of our facility.
Deep appreciation goes out to everyone for your

Invitation: t he Bi shops

Committee is still seeking

someone to be an advocate

for the care of our facilities

to serve on tlhe B

Commi ttee. You don

to 0doo6 a lot| of h

work, just be a facilitator of

projects and be willing to

meet once a month with the

Bi shopds Commjttee

port on projects. If inter-

ested, see Dennis Potts,

Pastor Mary, or one of the

current Bishop Committee

members.




