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Pastorõs Letter:   
 Alleluia, Christ is Risen!  The Lord is Risen, Indeed!  Alleluia!!  

Holy Week and Easter were celebrated to the fullest this year.  St. Philipõs has 
been blessed deeply spiritually as well as with tremendous life -giving fellowship.  Great 
thanks are to be given to the many people who worked hard and worked together to cre-

ate a fantastic Bishopõs Visitation on Palm Sunday.  From the Scouts who pulled weeds, 
cut shrubs and cleaned up the property to the Altar guild and Liturgical Arts Team who 
transformed our worship space, to the special òPom Pomó skit by our elementary stu-

dents, to the delightful musical offerings, to the abundant hospitality, and helpful 
PowerPoint slide show preparation ñit was all a great success.  Bishop Mary and Deacon 

Robert relished in the joy of our faith community, our clear love of Jesus and care for 
one another.  Young and old ñeveryone seemed to have a good time.  I wondered how we 
could ever bring that abundant joy and festive feeling the following week, but Easter 

proved to be equally filled with Godõs many blessings. 
Before hopping to quickly to Easter and its glory, let us pause and remember how 

we got here.  As part of our faith formation in preparation Easter, many of us partici-
pated in Holy Week sacred prayer, meditation and reflection.  In addition to the Palm 
Sunday òPassion Storyó, we experienced Wednesday noon meditation with Holy Com-

munion, followed by a Maundy Thursday evening special remembrance of Jesusõ last 
meal with his friends, including the teaching of the meaning of the foods presented at a 
Passover meal (and lots of yummy eating!), then on Friday we had two opportunities to 

reflect upon Jesusõ walk to his death upon the crossñfirst at noon in conjunction with 
Community Covenant Church, then here at St. Philipõs as we walked the Stations of the 

Cross.  This year I chose to share a meditation I wrote from the perspective of Mary, 
Mother of Jesus at the foot of the cross.  This had a powerful impact, imagining the pain 
and suffering of one so deeply impacted by the death of her son.  But only from this 

place of certain death could we truly rise to the glories of the Resurrection on Easter 
morning.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  

Now, as we move through the Easter Season considering the various appearances 

of the Risen Christ to the disciples, we rejoice knowing that òJesus Livesó so that we 
might have life abundant.  During one of Jesusõ final appearances to Peter, he walked 

along the beach asking if Peter loved him, if so, Jesus said, then òfeed my sheepó.  Yes, 
he meant to feed them with food, but truly he meant to feed them with spiritual nour-
ishment to sustain them along lifeõs journey.  We are to do the same.  We are to feed one 

another with spiritual food that sustains and uplifts the soul.  To that end, here at St. 
Philipõs we have many ways of òfeedingó one anotherñthrough abundant hospitality and 

food-fellowship, but also going more deeply along our spiritual journey we have a new 
initiative, known as the òShepherd Ministryó which we are launching to incorporate new 
members and keep people connected with one another (read more about this elsewhere 

in newsletter).  We have Bible classes and spiritual formation groups (see other article 
describing these opportunities).  On top of all this, will create additional FUN events to 
simply enjoy our lives together in Christ.  Together we can nourish one another, ever 

bringing each other along in our spiritual journeys for the glory of Christ, who lives in 
each of us.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  

Pastor Mary and Jim  
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Palm Sunday  
 
St. Philipõs welcomed Bishop Mary Grey Reeves on 

Palm Sunday.   
Keeping with tradition we paraded around the car 

park, but breaking with tradition the children of St. 
Philipõs entertained us with the play òPom-Pom 
Sundayó.  The choir were magnificent and we en-

joyed fellowship and the Bishopõs talk about her ad-
ventures in Tanzania and her vision for the diocese 
for the next year.  

http://www.ucolick.org/~sla/coolpix/stp2009bv/1/IMG_2137.jpg
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Easter  
Easter was a joyous celebration of the Lordõs resurrection 
with music, hats & of course an Easter Egg hunt!  

Dedication for Baptism  

 
March 29 was a special bless-
ing.   Donna Ward's family pre-
sented  Donna's young nephew, 
Orson  C lyde  Je f fe rson 
Pritchard  in a dedication for 
baptism ceremony.   Donna and 
her husband, Grant, are god-
parents to Orson, and look for-
ward to his baptism  at a future 
date.  
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Good Friday Meditation  
By The Rev. Mary Blessing  

 

Mary, Mother of Jesus: at the Cross  
 

My son, My son, how have I forsaken you?  
On my knees, I beg you, forgive me for the pain I have caused.  
Perfect child of my womb,  
Your healing touch blessed my soul, as only God can do,  
Now you hang, bloody, naked, alone.  
I am helpless.  
My heart is pierced with a sword more painful than a soldierõs blade, 
For I have failed you, my son.  
I have not protected you from these evil ones.  

 
Gabriel told me I found favor with God,  
The angel said I was blessed to be the mother of Godõs son. 
Truly, my life was blessed because of you, my beloved,  
In spite of the pain of ridicule in Nazareth,  
In spite of your insistence to be about your Fatherõs business without me, 
In spite of every challenge we faced alone and together,  
My life was blessed to be your mother.  
No one can ever change that.  
 
Yet I do not know if I can bear this pain, this anguish.  
Nothing has prepared me for this.  
A few short days ago you were hailed as King of the Jews,  
I believed the prophecy of your fate had come true, finally.  
And now they mock you, spit in your face, and beat you.  
I do not understand.  I always believed ñI knew  you were Godõs Son, 
How can they mock Godõs Son? 
 
I do not know how I can endure your suffering.  
Oh how I wish they had placed me on that tree,  
Then I would endure this pain for you, my son,  
And my failure would turn to triumph.  
 
My arms ache to hold you once again.  
To cradle your gentle face against my breast.  
My hands long to touch your wounds;  
to bring you healing, as you have healed others.  
But the soldiers keep me here at a distance, and I am paralyzed.  
 
 
You warned me of this day, that when it came I would need to be strong.  
But, oh, my son, I never really knew it would come to this, not this.  
You have the power to stop this evil,  
I do not know why you choose to let them shame you this way,  
Yet, I trust.  I believe.  I am certain you know Godõs purpose; 
You will show me the way through this turmoil.  
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As I dare to look up toward your face, our eyes meet -- I feel your strength.  
My soul stirs with hope, you know this is not the end.  
I cannot see the end: I see only pain, your blood, your nakedness, your shame.  
Yet, your eyes fill my heart with love.  I am strengthened. I feel your peace.  
You know this is not the end.  
 
Where are your brothers, my younger sons, James and Jude?  
Why have they run?  Why do they abandon us in our pain? Who is my family?  
Your friend, John, gives me his hand, my sister holds my other side.  
You speak to John, as we hold each other in anguish.  
This one, John, your friend, he is the one you say will be my son.  
He will care for me. I will care for him.  I promise.  
 
But, first I must hold you, my son.  
I will not leave until you are laid to rest.  
 
Did you hear that?  He is thirsty, someone bring him a drink.  
Perhaps the vinegar will give you strength, and you can overcome this cross.  
 
But I see this is not so, you have given up your spirit. It is finished . 
 
Oh, my God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  
I have done all that you asked.  
My son has done all that you asked.  
And now, he is dead.  
 
Lord, please, let me hold him again, just one more time.  
Your eyes are closed, my sweet, I cannot feel their strength anymore.  
Your head lies here, limp, cradled in my arm, Oh how I love that face.  
You are no longer mine, my Son.  You were never mine.  I was always yours.  
 
Now I must release you.  I must lift you up.  
I must offer you back to your Father, who gave you to me,  
so that I might be yours, that we all might be One, through You.  
 
I release you, my Son.  
 

The Rev. Mary B. Blessing  

Staying Connected  

While the Pictorial Directory is a fun and helpful tool which we like to keep around 

for years, it naturally requires updating periodically ï we certainly hope so, because 

we want to see new people join our church family!  A list of updates for the Pictorial 

Directory is currently being prepared and will soon be distributed to congregational 

members via email.  If you do not have email capability and need a paper copy, 

please contact the office for a printed list.  

Please remember: if your  contact information changes, let the church office know!  
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Prayer List  - If you would like to request prayers, or be 

added to the distribution list to become a Pray -er, please 
contact Jane Ellis at dragonsinger47@yahoo.com  (preferred 

 

EASTER SEASON FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES  
 

Newcomer/Inquirerõs Groupé 
Pastor Mary is offering a discussion group for people newcomers/inquirers.  If 
you are new to St. Philipõs or even if you want to just learn more about us, 
this group is for you.  Topics covered include:  

Why read the Bible?  
Who is Jesus in my life, and for the world?  

What does it mean to be an Episcopalian?  
 What is Baptism?  What is Confirmation?  
 What is Holy Communion, and why do we share it so often?  

 Why do we have the rituals/prayers we have here at St. Philipõs? 
How do I get involved in ministry at St. Philipõs? 

Any other question you may haveé 
If you are interested in this opportunity, please contact Pastor Mary, and we 
will organize a time that works for the people interested.  

 

Wednesday Evening Bible Studyé 
Prayer, Bible and Fellowship, continues, 6:15pm -8pm.  Meet in Vicarõs office. 
Topics to be decided.  

 

Thursday Morning òBible Studyó Continuesé. 
After a Lenten Season of deeply engaging in the final week of Jesusõ life 

through the challenging scholarship of Marcus Borg and John Dominic Cros-
sonõs book, THE LAST WEEK, we enjoyed the final day, Easter Sunday cele-
brating the joy of NEW LIFE in Christ.   We are now ready to continue our 

faith exploration using another book: THE MYSTERY OF LOVE AND PATH OF 
PRAYER, by The Rev. Dr. Jean Daly Clift.  Many of you have heard Rev. Dr. 
Jean preach deeply spiritual sermons here at St. Philipõs; some of you know 

her as Rachelõs grandmaénow you can stop and reflect upon her profound 
insights into the spiritual life by as we gather in Pastor Maryõs office for 

prayer, tea and conversation. If there is an interest in having another class at 
a different time as well, please contact Pastor Mary and we will arrange a sec-
ond group.  

 

Additional Ministry...  
Additionally, Pastor Mary is helping to organize Divorce Recovery Group  
based in mutual prayer and support.  Please contact Anita at the Church Of-

fice if you are interested in participating in this group.   
St. Philipõs Office # 438-4360.  

mailto:dragonsinger47@yahoo.com
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Garden Tour - desperately needed items:  
 

¶ Teapots  
¶ Large robust trays  
¶ Scones (lots of them!)  Please bring to St. Philipõs on the morning of 
Saturday 9th.  Use your favorite family recipe or try the òEnglishó one 
below!  

¶  
All Purpose Scones  

¶ 1½cups of flour  

¶ ¼ tsp salt  

¶ ¼ cup butter  

¶ ½ cup + 2 tablespoons milk  

1.  Sift flour and salt into a bowl  

2.  Rub butter into flour until mixture resembles fine breadcrumbs.  

3.  Add milk all at once.  Mix to a soft, but not sticky dough with a knife.  

4.  Turn out onto a floured work suface.  Roll out to about ½ inch thick.  

5.  Cut into 7 or 8 rounds with a 2½ inch cookie cutter.  

6.  Transfer to a greased baking sheet  Brush tops with extra milk  

7.  Bake at 450°F for 7 -10 minutes or until well risen and golden  

8.  Cool on a wire cooling rack  

9.  Serve with butter or whipped cream and jam!  

Volunteers Neededéé.. 
Want to hang out in a lovely garden for a few hours?   We are looking for a few more 
docents for the Garden Tour coming up on Saturday, May 9th.  We need volunteers 
for both the 10:00 -1:00 and 1:00 -4:00 time slots.   And you needn't worry that being 

a docent will prevent you from seeing the other gardens because you can come to the 
special Garden Pre -Tour on Sunday afternoon, May 3rd.    

  
We also need a few waitresses and a person to set up signs for the Santa Cruz gar-
dens on the morning before the tour.  

  
Please contact Laura Gonzalez, 438 -0268 or laurakgonzalez@comcast.net , for more 

information or to volunteer.  

St. Philipõs Garden Tour & English Luncheon 

Saturday May 9th  

mailto:laurakgonzalez@comcast.net


St. Philipõs Book Club 
 

All ladies of the church are welcome to join our Women's Reading Group.  We meet the first 
Friday of each month at members' homes, at 10:00 am.  Over the next few months we will 
read:  

May:  My Life in France  

June:  The Book Thief  

July:  The group voted to skip this month  

August:  The Color of Water  

Sept:  Goodnight Mr. Tom  

Looks like a nice variety, doesn't it?  

To learn the location of our next meeting contact Myrna Crooks 

Owen at 831 -295 -9479.  

Happy Reading!  

Job Assistance Program  
 St. Philipõs offers a òJob Assistance Programó for those seeking em-
ployment.  Many people have helped to launch this new initiative to give 
practical support during this challenging economic time in our country's his-

tory. Parishioners experienced in corporate human resources, Susan Se-
aburg and Judy Allen, are offering time and talent to help with internet job 

searches, resumes, letter writing, and practice interviews.  Debby 
Dodds  arranged for us to use conference space upstairs in Room #6.  Tod 
Connor set up a computer donated by the Ruiz family in our upstairs con-

ference room for this purpose.  Christopher Jones  provided additional hard-
ware and technical assistance to get the system running.  Internet and phone 

access have been provided by Bill Hall .  What a lot of generosity!!    Please 
check with Pastor Mary if you are interested in helping with this ministry, or 
if you would like job -seeking assistance.   Or you can contact Susan and 

Judy to set up an appointmenté they are already helping clients!! 
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Bike to Church  

Ride to Worship at  

St. Philipõs 

Sunday May 17th  


