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Pastorõs Letter:  
ñThe days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promiseéò (Jeremiah 33:14) 
 

Dear people of St. Philipôs: 

 Is God fulfilling the promise of new life for you?  Do you live in anticipation of the glory to come while find-

ing daily life a struggle?  Wellðit is my belief that we can live in the power of Godôs glory right here and now be-

cause of the new life revealed through Jesus Christ.  Ultimately the promise God has offered is not so much to keep 

us from the challenges of human existenceðit is the promise to be present to us through those challenges offering 

peace and confidence in the comfort of Godôs love.   A peace which surpasses all human understanding.   
 

 As we anticipate the remembrance of the miracle of Godôs incarnation through the birth of Jesus of Nazareth 

letôs pause to give thanks for the ways in which Christôs presence has made a difference in our lives this past year. I 

sit here quietly contemplating things for which I am gratefulðgiving deep thanks for all we have accomplished dur-

ing another eventful year at St. Philipôs.  Our year has been filled with the continued ministry of compassion serving 

those in needðoutside of St. Philipôs as well as within.  As families have suffered losses in the form of death of loved 

ones; relationship break-ups and job loss; St. Philipôs has been there to offer prayer and practical support.  Some have 

also experience the joys of new birth with babies born into our community.  In any case-the simple ministry of ñbeing 

presentò has made all the differenceðto grieve or celebrate!  We started the Job Assistance Program which has led to 

practical help and a sense of caring; I led a support group for people going through divorce; our prayer team has given 

immeasurable comfort to countless families.  In anticipation of more and more need to support teens throughout years 

of challenging spiritual development--we hired not just one but two youth ministers who are leading our teens into a 

deeper commitment to value Christian community.  PRAISE GOD! 
 

 During a year in which it was feared financial challenges of individuals within the congregation would hinder 

our ability to meet ministry and facility obligations we have in fact thrived financially. The generosity of those who 

were able to ñfulfill their promisesò and in some cases exceed expectations has made all the difference.  We have also 

benefited tremendously from newer members who have given generous unexpected gifts.  The Vicarôs Discretionary 

Account has been especially needed this year for rent and other bills and at the same time has been replenished over 

and above actual need; keeping everyone afloat.   Additionally much of our desperately needed roof repair work was 

paid by the grace of God through the unexpected ñact of Godò (typhoon storm) that felled a tree through the roof right 

in the spot where we were in the process of getting our bid for repair!  We have excellent insurance covering that ex-

pense! The event of the tree ñdisasterò gave us a jump start on our Jim Sotelo Memorial  Kitchen remodelðand now 

we are off and running into a new vision of the use of our facility with a fabulous new kitchen at the hub of hospital-

ity.  (Read more about roof repair and kitchen remodel elsewhere in this Newsletter.) 
 

 While there was a hope and expectation that this would be the year St. Philipôs would move from being a 

ñmissionò congregation to a ñparishò churchðthat was not to be.  That process has been delayed while our Diocesan 

leadership develops a stronger understanding of the many ministries and financial strengths held by St. Philipôs.  We 

have begun a new process of ñtelling our storyò for ourselves as well as for the Diocesan leadership. This will assist 

us in next yearôs assessment of whether or not we are ready to become an independent parish.  While the status of 

mission or parish is of little obvious consequence to most worshippers at St. Philipôs; it does make a fair amount of 

difference to our administrative and parish leadership.  During this next year we will continue to have the whole con-

gregation participate in our spiritual growth which will enliven us to live into a deeper sense of covenant with God 

and one another which I believe will bring about an awareness of the value of ñgrowing intoò parish status. 
 

 Jesus is first and foremost our guide to living a meaningful spiritual life as individuals and as a community.  

The Body of Christ is enlivened to serve a suffering world as each one of us lives fully into ñthe Kingdom of Godò.  

As we end not just this year but a decade of tribulation and trial let us move forward in triumph proclaiming with 

Jeremiah  ñThe days are surely coming, says the Lord, when God will fulfill the promiseéò 
 

May you and yours have a blessed Advent and Christmas rejoicing in the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

Pastor Mary and Jim Blessing 
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Youth Group Activities:  
 

Feed homeless at Calvary Episcopal Church on Monday December 14 ñ 

Meet at St. Philipõs 4pmñbe back at 7pm.  
Bring canned food or Christmas gift to give to homelessé. 
 

Game-night/kid care for òParents night outóñSaturday December 19  
Come to St. Philipõs 4pm-8pm  
6 th -12 th  graders òwatchó /  òplayó  / òstorytellingó young kids for parents. 

(John Thorn ñmost mysterious soothing storyteller ñsilly voices!)  
Pajamas Ok!! Pizza supplied (Parents donate $$ for future youth activities)  
 

Pageant Activities for 6 th - 12 th :  Mark your calendars for Monday Dec. 21 Pageant.  
6 th  to 12 th  graders participate as characters and/or stage hands/ directorsõ assistants 

Holiday schedule of services and events:  
Dec 17, 7:00pm :  Nine Lessons and Carols  (hosted at St. Philipõs 
with San Agustin Catholic Church) Open to All!  
Dec 21, 6:30pm   Childrenõs Christmas Pageant  and light   treats af-
terward.  
Dec 24, 7:00pm Christmas Eve Family Service  with Holy Commun-
ion  
Dec 24, 10:00pm Christmas Carols and Holy Communion  
Dec 25 , 10:00am: Christmas Morning Service with Holy Communion   

January 22 -24 is our annual St. Philipõs 
 Family Retreat at Zephyr Point Lake 

Tahoe  
 

We have 25 rooms reserved this year and will 

start registrations this Sunday November 22 -sign 
up list on the bulletin board.   Rooms go fast so 
register soon as provide a $50 non -refundable de-

posit made out to St. Philipõs to reserve your 
room.  
  

If you need further details or information please 
contact Jose or Laura Gonzalez at 438 -0268  

Upcoming Eventsééé... 
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Wind, Rain and Trees  
The first major storm of the winter caused quite an event for St. Philip's, when one of 

our redwood trees outside the Parish Hall shed its "top" onto the roof of the church, cre-
ating a hole in the ceiling and damaging some of the heating components on the roof it-
self. While the clean -up was in process, the high winds the following week caused the 

two remaining "tops" from the same tree to fall. Mercifully, they missed the building and 
fell into the garden and onto the PG&E lines causing St. Philip's to be without power for 

24 hours! Professional arborists advised us that our little redwood grove held the poten-
tial for further hazards due to the fact that a 
number of the trees had been "topped" many 

years past, and that new growth from the cut 
trunks had resulted in multiple weak trunks at 
the top of our trees that would be more sus-

ceptible to breaking off in stormy weather. It 
was recommended that we re -top those trees 

and thin out some of the dense growth up and 
down the trees in order to allow the wind to 
pass through the trees more easily and reduce 

the chance of limbs breaking off again. We also 
had two small misshapen tree "suckers" re-

moved as well as one oak branch which was 
hanging over the roof which was trimmed 
back, and all the debris cleared away. Many 

thanks to those who initially helped clear some 
of the debris before the main tree work was 
completed. Right before the storm we had also 

been preparing to have repaired the most leaky 
areas of the roof that are also now complete 

and ready for winter. In effect, the storm event 
turned out to be a mixed "blessing" since it 
pointed out the potential hazards of our trees 

and the need to tend to their condition and 
health.  

  - Camilla Shaffer, Junior Warden  

Scouts & Anita clearing the debris off the patio  

Hole which  

appeared in 
the ceiling of 
the foyer.  


