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Pastorõs Letter:  
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE!  St. Philipõs enjoyed a rich and wonderful array of 
Christmas services that built us up for a tremendous celebration of the remembrance of Christõs 
birth those many years ago.  Our shared service of òLessons and Carolsó with San Augustinõs 
Catholic church; the 20 th  Anniversary of our childrenõs pageant complete with the òoriginaló St. 
Philipõs òlive baby Jesusó (Nathaniel OõBrienñnow 20 years old and other òtwenty-somethingsó 
Maxim Gowan and Simon Evans in attendance); two lovely Christmas Eve services (the later one 
ending in candle -light silence); and a rather full Christmas morning service with an inspiring 
message from Fr. John Duncan (see his sermon elsewhere in this Newsletter).  God has blessed 
us richly and we give thanks to all who gave so much of their time and talent to give Glory to His 
Name this holiday season.  

 

But beyond these wonderful religious celebrations were perhaps some even more mean-

ingful òremembrances of Jesusó happening behind the scenes. It is dangerous for clergy to be-
come boastful of the ministries of his/her congregation; but like St. Paul we boast not for our-

selves but òéwe boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.ó (Romans 5:2)  While many in our 
culture were spending their days leading up to Christmas (and even after Christmas) running to 
the Mall or seeking one more over -stimulating òChristmas Partyó (read: òexcuse to over-
indulge!óñsomething that has absolutely nothing to do with Jesus Christõs birth!!); many mem-
bers of St. Philipõs quietly offered the gift of their time to be the òhands of Christ in the worldó.  I 
know several of you who gave much time this holiday season to truly live the presence of Christ 
today through actions of serving the needy.  

 

One particular ministry offered was to help òa stranger in needó:  through my association 
with the Senior Pastorõs of Scotts Valley I discovered from one of the pastors who manages the 
non -profit organization called òLOVE Inc.ó that there was a challenging need to fill. (Love Inc. is 
a Christian based organization that exists simply to help people in a variety of ways ñit is non -
denominational but is not ashamed to let the world know it is based on Christians living out 
their baptismal covenant to be Christ in the world. Check it out at www.loveincscc.org)  

How St. Philipõs helped: a woman living temporarily in Felton struggling with cancer con-
tacted Love Inc. and asked if they could supply people (and their cars) to drive her to radiation 
treatments in San Jose.  Through our remarkably effective òemailó connections at St. Philipõs I 
sent out an invitation to our congregation asking if anyone could help supply rides.  All the 
other area churches were also invited to participate ñ3 were able to provide much needed funds 
for gasoline to pay for the rides --but St. Philipõs was the primary source for actual drivers and 
cars to take her.  Even during peak Christmas holidays we provided over 22 days of drivers and 
cars so this woman could receive her much needed medical treatments.  At a time when the 
public media attempts to pitch the Episcopal Church as moving away from òtraditional Christi-
anityó what I witnessed here at St. Philipõs was people who are living examples of exactly the 
kind of healing and caring ministry which both Jesus and St. Paul modeled for us.  You cannot 
get more òtraditionaló than that! As one of our members (Lizz Beitzel) said:  òEpiscopalians are 
not much for evangelizing by knocking on doors and Bible -thumping; but offer us an opportu-

nity to serve people in need and we are there.ó 
 

St. Philipõs is truly the òneighborhoodó church that offers old fashion òlove thy neighboró 
hospitality in so many ways: Iõm looking forward to seeing how we will do so in 2010! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!    
      In Peace,  
      Pastor Mary and Jim Blessing  
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 Vicarõs òEpiphanyó Party: 
Save the date of Sunday January 10 following church to come to the home of Pastor Mary 
and Jim Blessing to celebrate òEpiphanyó.  Weõll have òkingõs cakeó and goodies and gener-
ally just get a moment to enjoy one anotherõs company!  Contact Pastor Mary at the Church 

Office 438 -4360 or pastor@stphilip -sv.org  for details!  

St. Philipõs Book Club 
Our next reading group discussion will be held MONDAY, JANUARY 

11, at the home of Susan Seaburg.  We'll be discussing THE FRIDAY 
NIGHT KNITTING CLUB by Kate Jacobs.  If you need a copy of the 

book, let Myrna Crooks Own know as she has  a book kit checked out 
from the library.  

Jim Sotelo Memorial Kitchen Remodel Update  
 
John Gallagher and his crew have given time and talent during our busy Christmas 

season to forge ahead with the kitchen remodel.  
Projects completed:  

Removal of obsolete electrical wiring and rewiring for new lights and appliances  
Removal of old water pipes and replaced with new copper piping  
Framing of new òwallsó 

Installation of new lighting  
Roof repair  
Installation of 4 òtube lightó skylights 

And much more!  

Thanks for Generous Financial Support:  
Special òThanksó to all who were able to fulfill their 2009 financial pledges at the end of the 

year even when some thought they would not be able to make it.  Thank you to those who were 
generous enough to give extra to help make up the difference.  òThank youó also to all who 
have pledged to offer generous financial support to St. Philipõs in many ways in 2010.  In addi-

tion to regular giving many of you stepped up to offer more ñsome for general operating ex-
penses; some for special projects such as youth ministry and building/kitchen remodel; and 
some for the Vicarõs Discretionary Fund to support those in need.  One anonymous donor gave 

$13;000 to the Building Fund; another anonymous donor is purchasing Bibles to be placed at 
each chair in the Church Sanctuary.  Your continued financial support is deeply appreciated 

as we all look forward to a positive year of growth in 2010!  

mailto:pastor@stphilip-sv.org
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Christmas Day Sermon  
Rev. John Duncan  

 

What is Christmas all about?  It's easy to come up with a lot things Christmas is not all 
about.  Santa Claus, tinsel, too much food and drink, too much hassle and shopping, are all things we 

know aren't the meaning of Christmas.  But the meaning of Christmas isn't even a miraculous and won-

derful birthday.  

We don't even know the real birth date of Jesus.  The date we celebrate was picked about 

three hundred fifty years later.  We can't even be sure which year Jesus was born.  Luke says the birth 
took place when Quirinius was governor, and Matthew says it was during the reign of Herod the Great.  

Herod died about six y ears before Quirinius became governor so we have a problem there.  The early 

Church didn't celebrate the birth of Jesus.  They didn't even care about it.  They celebrated the Resurrec-

tion.  

The celebration of Christmas grew out of the Church's struggle over who Jesus was.  What 

kind of man was this, who claimed to be the Son of God and who rose from the dead?  What does it mean 
for Jesus to be the Son of God?  For about three hundred years the Church struggled to understand who 

Jesus was.  About the same time that Christians first celebrated Jesus' birthday, the Church developed 

what we know as the Nicene Creed.  When the sermon is finished we will say that Creed together: "God 

from God; Light from Light; True God from True God; Begotten, not made."  It's all about who Jesus was.  

The Church began to celebrate Christmas when we began to understand something  called 

Incarnation.  When we say "incarnation," we mean that we see in a human being everything we believe 
about something.  When the Church declared Jesus to be the Incarnation of God, the Church meant that 

everything we see in Jesus is what God is.  

Jesus was a teacher.  Does that mean God is a teacher?  Yes, God is a teacher.  Jesus 

taught us that fulfilling the minutia of the Law wasn't important, but loving God with all our hearts and 

mind and strength, and loving our neighbors as ourselves is important.  Is that what God wants?  Sure it 
is.  

Jesus was a healer.  That means God is a healer.  Jesus healed people who were grateful 

and some who were not.  Sometimes Jesus seems to have healed as an after thought.  One crippled man 

was brought to Jesus.  The man's friends made a hole in the roof and lowered him down to where Jesus 

was.  Jesus had compassion on the man, and immediately forgave the man all his sins.  I don't think the 

man's friends went to all that trouble just to get sins forgiven, but Jesus forgave his sins.  It was only when 
others began mumbling, "Who does this guy think he is that he can forgive sins," that Jesus also healed 

the man.  Obviously healing the man wasn't as important to Jesus as forgiving his sins.  God is a healer 

who sees all our needs, and sometimes doesn't heal the way we expect.  Jesus was like that.  

Jesus always had compassion.  Once while he was trying to get some quiet time with his 

disciples the crowd found him.  He had compassion on them, and despite his own weariness he taught and 
healed.  When the crowd was hungry, Jesus had compassion on them, and he fed them from five small 

barley loaves and two small fish.  We know God has compassion on us because Jesus had compassion.  

Jesus was one who forgave.  He forgave the sins of the crippled man.  He forgave the sins of 

prostitutes and tax collectors.  He forgave the sins of the woman who washed his feet with her tears.  He 

forgave Peter his denial.  From his cross Jesus forgave those who had betrayed him, accused him, abused 

him, and who had nailed him on the cross.  In his death he forgave all of us.  We know God forgives be-
cause Jesus forgave.  

Jesus told his disciples that there was no greater love than to lay down your life for your 

friends.  Then Jesus told them they were no longer his disciples, but his friends.  Then Jesus died for them 

and for us on his cross.  We know God is the truest of all friends because Jesus was the truest of all 

friends.  
We know God is loving, gentle, kind, and true.  We know God is faithful, constant and se-

cure.  We know God is with us whenever we look for him.  We know this because we have seen these 

things in Jesus.  

Christmas isn't about decorated trees, carols, candy canes and gifts.  Christmas isn't even 

about a cute baby in a manger.  Christmas is about finding God in Jesus.  "No one knows the Father ex-

cept the Son, and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him."  "No one has ever seen God.  It is God 
the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known."  

Open your hearts to Jesus.  Receive the greatest gift the world has ever been given.  Choose 

to follow Jesus, and discover what God is really trying to do in your life.  

 
In Jesus' Name.  Amen.  
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Christmas Pageant  
Our 20th Celebration of the Christõs birth was a great success and declared to 
be òour best Christmas Pageant ever!ó  Many thanks to all those who worked 
backstage to make the pageant a success: Vicky Granger -Jones, Julie & Na-
thaniel OõBrien, Laura & Olivia Gonzalez and Annie Warr 
and an even bigger tanks to the wonderful cast!  


