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Pastor’s Letter:  
“  

“…forgetting what is behind me and reaching out for that which lies ahead I press towards the goal 
to win the prize which is God’s call to the life above in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 3:14 

 

 As we begin our Lenten Journey instead of quiet time I find myself riveted watching the 
Winter Olympics from Vancouver Canada!  You may recall that in my invitation to prepare our 
hearts for a holy Lent I suggested each of us take time to be alone with God (myself included!)—to 
spend quiet time reflecting upon scripture and listening for the voice of God.  The hope is to create 
a discipline of prayer which would encourage our lives to become spiritually transformed.  And 
while it is my intent to begin each day in such quiet meditation and end each day pausing from the 
activities of a busy—I find myself drawn in by the excitement of athletes ―giving their all‖ to reach 
world record-breaking goals!! 
 

 It astonishes me to witness people who push their bodies to overcome injury and exhaustion 
racing down icy alpine ski runs at 70-80 miles an hour to reach for ―gold‖.  My heart races with 
adrenaline as skier after skier zooms to the goal-line—and I cry out in fear for those who ―crash 
and burn‖ before they get there. Equally, my heart is deeply moved to see a young Canadian 
woman figure skater hold back tears of grief for her mother who passed away unexpectedly right 
there in Olympic Village days before her daughter‘s dream becomes reality.  How does she skate a 
flawless routine in honor of the mother who spent her life helping her daughter prepare for that 
moment?  Where do these athletes get such stamina?  Such focus?  Such grace?  Is it purely the 
fruit of a disciplined life completely dedicated to 
their sport? 
 

 I wonder—what would our spiritual lives 
be like if we were to ―give our all‖ to a disciplined 
life focused on growing spiritually?  Who would 
we seek to be our ―life coach‖ teaching us how to 
warm up each day?  Which team would we join 
to give us that sense of belonging which encour-
ages us to keep going when things get tough?  
For whom would we be ―racing‖? 
 

 St. Paul writes (while in prison) to Chris-
tians in Philippi struggling to keep their faith 
during times of persecution.  He refers to the joy 
of reaching forward ―pressing toward the goal to 
win the prize…of life in Christ Jesus‖.  Just as 
an Olympic racer gives his/her all in preparation 
for the contest AS WELL AS in the moment of 
competition, we are called to ―give our all‖ to the 
Lord who has given his life that we might have 

life abundantly.  It is in living the ―race‖, reach-
ing for Christ each day, that we will find the ful-
fillment of our spiritual journey rewarded NOW. 
 

 May you have a Holy Lent, blessed with 
moments of joy in Christ. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Pastor Mary and Jim 
       

Dates for the Calendar………………….. 
 

Lenten Disciplines:  Engaging in Scripture Reflection 

and Prayer 

 

Wednesday’s in Lent from February 24-March 24: 
*12:15 pm Reflections on Paul‘s Letter to Ephesians: 

‗Citizens in the Household of God‘ 

* 6pm  Soup Supper followed by Bible Reflections on 

‗My Lenten Journey‘ & Quiet Prayers 

 

Palm Sunday March 28—Liturgy of the Palms at both 
8:00am and 10:00 am services 

 

Maundy Thursday April 1: ―Jesus‘ Last Supper‖ 6pm 

followed by Service with Footwashing 

 
Good Friday April 2: 

12:15 Meditations on the Cross (At St. Philip‘s; Com-

bined with Community Covenant Church) 

6:00pm ―Stations of the Cross‖—Children Friendly 

Service 

 
(Note:  No Easter Vigil Service on Saturday) 

 

Easter Sunday April 4: 

Celebration Services at 8:00am and 10:00 am (10:00 

Family Service with Baptisms)  Easter Egg Hunt 
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―Stewardship Is Not Just a Season!‖ 
 
The Diocese is hosting a wonderful workshop entitled ―Ask, Thank, Tell‖ to help us develop our Stewardship 

ministry.  It is open to all interested parties and will take place Saturday March 13th from 10am-3:30pm at 

St. Paul‘s, Salinas.  $10/person includes lunch and morning snacks. 

 

How do we do stewardship ministry so that we make discipleship our first priority instead of just 
“paying the bills”?  How can we move below the surface of our conventional beliefs and behaviors 

about wealth and ownership? 

 

These and other questions will be addressed at the workshop, which promises to offer, beyond a valuable 

set of tools for the church, a good set of Life Skills!  The workshop is based on the book, Ask, Thank, Tell by 

the Rev. Charles Lane, a succinct and incisive guide for congregational planning, study and help in stew-
ardship ministry.   

 

The Rev. Canon Timothy Dombek, Canon for Congregational Development, Diocese of Arizona. will address 

the theological foundations for ―discipleship based stewardship‖ as opposed to membership and mainte-

nance.  The goal is to equip parish leaders to undertake both educational and practical skills needed to ad-
dress the challenges every parish faces today.  Bishop Mary is asking each parish to bring one clergy person 

and two other members.  Register with Susan Altig at susan@edcr.org by March 8. 

 

A Stewardship Workshop with 
 

The Rev. Canon Timothy Dombek 

Canon to the Ordinary & Canon for Congregational Development, Diocese of Arizona 
 

Saturday, March 13 

10:00 am to 3:30 pm 
9:30 am (snacks) 

St. Paulôs, Salinas 
 

Who should come?  Clergy, Vestry, Stewardship Leaders 

Each church is encouraged to bring: One clergy and two others 

Cost:  $10/person for lunch and morning snacks 

 

Register by email to Susan Altig, susan@edecr.org by March 8 
 

*How do we do stewardship ministry so that we make discipleship our first priority instead of paying the 

bills?  

 

*How can we move below the surface of our conventional beliefs and behaviors about wealth and owner-

ship?   
 

Canon Timothy Dombek presents this one day workshop based on the book, Ask, Thank, Tell by the Rev. Charles Lane, a suc-

cinct and incisive guide for congregational planning, study and help in stewardship ministry.  He will address the theological 

foundations for ñdiscipleship based stewardshipò as opposed to membership and maintenance.  The workshop will equip parish 

leaders to undertake both educational and practical skills needed to address the challenges every parish faces today. 

mailto:susan@edcr.org
mailto:susan@edecr.org
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Is “Stewardship Ministry” Outside Your Comfort 
Zone? 

 
 

 It is way outside of mine.  I like that phrase – ―Comfort Zone‖.  I‘ve been very happy 
there, doing stuff mostly in the background, staying under the radar, trying not to be noticed, 
squirming under the weight of any kind of title.  Most people don‘t even know there‘s a Clerk 
to the Bishop‘s Committee anyway.  The first time I held that title, I didn‘t know it for months.  
Father Martin had merely asked if I would take the minutes of the Bishop‘s Committee Meet-
ings.  Nobody told me the job came with a title!  Well, that title is Anita‘s now – God Bless 
You, Anita! 
 

 A few weeks ago, God decided to blast me right out of my Comfort Zone.  I was asked to 
consider being Bishop‘s Warden (now there‘s one heck of a title!).  Of course, I said I‘d con-
sider it, pray about it.  I knew absolutely that leadership is not one of my spiritual gifts and 
God would give me the thumbs down.  Instead, he sent me people who seemed to think it was 
okay; even my husband, whom I had relied on to be brutally honest and tell me to pass on 

this one, thought it was a good idea.  Well, what did they know?  Then I found myself think-
ing about the future as if it was already a fact that I was going to accept.  Next, my friend, 
Valerie, who can be relied on to get me involved in things I wouldn‘t do by myself, invited me 
to join her in a Bible Study at Twin Lakes Church.  I said okay, before I knew what it was 
about – ―Becoming a Woman of Influence‖.   Mmmm?  The next thing I find is that the Diocese 
has had a team of people preparing for the last two or three years to provide me with training 
at just the right time!  So maybe they didn‘t particularly have me in mind, but the Diocesan 
Center for Spiritual Leadership certainly has good timing!  Einstein said ―Coincidence is God‘s 
way of remaining anonymous‖.  I attended the first quarterly workshop for lay leadership de-
velopment last Saturday and it was a really great experience.  I heartily encourage all of you 
who are in any way involved in any of our congregation‘s ministries to consider joining me at 
the next workshop in May.  You can find out more about it on the Diocesan website, or talk to 
me.  Anyway, I decided that if God was prepared to get all these people motivated to equip me 
for the task, the least I could do was accept His invitation.  So, now I‘m your Bishop‘s Warden 
(never in my wildest dreams … I wonder if the Bishop has approved it) and I‘m asking for your 
prayers that I might receive the gifts of leadership, discernment and wisdom, in order to fulfill 
the purposes God has in mind. 
 

 Well, back to the idea of ―Stewardship Ministry‖: Apparently God is not done with kick-
ing me out of that Comfort Zone.  He had the effrontery to put it on my heart to attend a 
workshop next month about ―disciple-based stewardship‖, based on the book ―Ask, Thank, 
Tell‖ by Charles R. Lane.  At the beginning of the book, Lane suggests that the goal of stew-
ardship ministry should be ―to help God’s people grow in their relationship with Jesus 
through the use of the time, talents and finances God has entrusted to them‖ rather 
than ―to raise enough money to pay the bills next year‖.  I‘m praying that God will put it on a 
few more hearts to explore this possibility with me.  If yours is one of them, I invite you to 
come with me on Saturday, March 13, to find out how we might attain this goal. 

Yours in Christ, 

Jane Ellis 
Bishop’s Warden 

Save the date….. Saturday, May 8th….. 
St. Philip’s Garden Tour & English Tea 

Luncheon 
Glorious gardens!  Delicious food!  Wonderful volunteer 
opportunities!  Great community spirit!   
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Notes From Your Bishop’s Committee 
The new iteration of the Bishop‘s Committee met as a group for the first time on February 
16.  Christopher Jones was recognized with appreciation as our new Junior Warden.  We 
reviewed the 2010 Budget and January financial reports and spent much of the time talk-
ing about what it means to be a B.C. member, and identifying Ministry Liaison responsibili-
ties for this year.  For anyone who doesn‘t know what this is, a B.C. Ministry Liaison is the 
―pipeline‖ between the B.C. and the various areas of ministry and administration at St. 
Philip‘s, allowing information, requests and concerns to flow between Ministry leaders and 
our ―leadership council‖.  The Liaison is also responsible for tracking spending activity to 
ensure good stewardship of your financial offerings.   I had expected that our new members 
would want to spend some time thinking about where they wanted to serve as Liaison, but 
everyone stepped up to the plate right away.  B.C. Liaisons have been identified as follows: 
Facilities – Christopher Jones, Jr. Warden, assisted in some areas by Jim Blessing 
Spiritual Development – Lizz Beitzel 
Compassion Ministries – Donna Seelbach 
Fellowship & Hospitality – Marcus Granger-Jones 

Christian Education (Children & Youth) – Marcus Granger-Jones 
Worship & Liturgy – Donna Seelbach 
Communications – Bob Vincent 

Those of you in Ministry Leadership should expect to be contacted by your Liaison within 
the next few weeks.  There is no Liaison currently identified for Financial Giving, so if you 
have any questions or issues in this area, please contact our Treasurer, Tod Connor, or 
myself.  Look for charts of the B.C. Liaisons and their ministry areas to be displayed soon 
in the foyer.  You might be surprised at just how many areas of ministry we have identified!  
If you think there is an opportunity for ministry which is lacking, please bring it to our at-
tention. 

There remain two unfilled positions on the B.C.  Perhaps this is because you were not in-
vited to stand for election.  To fill these positions now, a member can be appointed to serve 
for the rest of the year (i.e. until the next Annual Congregational Meeting).  So I am inviting 
you to search your heart and prayerfully consider whether God might be calling you to 
serve Him and our church family in this way.  If you would like to know more about what it 
entails, I should be delighted to answer 
your questions. 

I am praying for this to be a year of sin-
cere spiritual reflection and discernment 
among our members, as we strive, indi-
vidually and collectively, to understand 
God‘s purpose and direction for our lives. 

May God‘s peace be with you. 

Jane Ellis, 
Bishop‘s Warden 
438-7959 
dragonsinger47@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

Just a reminder 
that Spye (6th grade 

and up) will be 
meeting at 7-

8:30pm for games 
and the final stage of the youth liturgy work-
shop for March 7th. I am asking for small (2 

or 3 bucks) donations for pizza This week the 
16yrs+ group will also be meeting with me at 
the Starbucks on Mt. Herman road at 6pm for 

discussion on the sacrament of Marriage and 
relationships and how we can develop rela-

tionships on a spiritual level.   John 

mailto:dragonsinger47@yahoo.com


St. Philip the Apostle Episcopal Church  2010 Womenôs Retreat 

Our retreat will take place at a cabin in the redwoods, between Felton and Ben Lomond.  

 

We will begin on Friday, March 19
th

, at 4:00pm (registration and arrival)  

and conclude on Saturday, March 20
th

, at 8:30pm, following dinner and wrap -up.  

 

There will be time for walking,  

reflecting on Scripture,  

meditation and prayer,  

spending time with old friends and new ones,  

and for celebrating the gifts God has bestowed on each one of us.  

 

Sleeping accommodation is limited, with 2 -5 in each room.  You may choose to stay overnight  

 or to return home after the Friday evening session closes at *:30 p.m. and return for breakfast at 8:30 a.m.  

Saturday.  

  

Participants will be asked to provide a salad for a potluck Friday evening and a delicious vegetable to add to the 

òStone Soupó for Saturday. 

 
Registration by March 12: $20    Scholarships available  

 

Retreat Leaders will be Pastor Mary Blessing  and  Nyna Dolby  

For More Information :  diannehevans@gmail.com  

2010 Womenõs Retreat 

    Registration Form  

 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone: __________________________________       Cell Phone: __________________________________    

 

Email: _____________________________________________   

      

Sleep at cabin:  YES (Bring sleeping bag & pillow) / NO  

      

If returning home for Friday night, will you join us for breakfast?  YES / NO   

(You may choose instead to arrive in time for the morning session, which starts at 9:00a.m.)  

 

A fee of $20.00  will hold your space. Please make checks payable to St. Philipõs Episcopal Church and enter 

Womenõs Retreat 2010 on the memo line.  Attach your check to this registration form, and give to Dianne Ev-

ans or place in an envelope and deliver to the Church Office by March 12 .  
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