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Pastorõs Letter:  
ò  

ò No Longer Strangers but Citizens in the Household of Godé.ó Ephesians 2:19  
 

Dear People of St. Philipõs:  Lent has been a time for many of our congregation to grow 
deeper in faith. As our Lenten Journey is coming to a close and we see Easter òrebirthó on the hori-
zon, I invite you to take a moment to reflect on our journey of faith these past few weeks.  

Children and parents have gathered over a simple soup supper each Wednesday to explore 
Jesusõ journey from Baptism through the Wilderness to a Triumphal entry to Jerusalem.  (Check 
out the òmuraló they created in the church foyerñand see the photo elsewhere in this newsletter!) 
By the time you read this we will be in Holy Week ñremembering Jesusõ final meal with his friends; 
his trial before Pilate and his death upon the Cross.  It is a journey we remember each year ñ
pressing our souls to look face -to-face into the eyes of Jesus who showed us how to live a life fully 
dedicated to following the God who promises to be with us each step along the journey.  

Jesus reveals a God who proclaims that each and every one of us is a beloved child in the 
household of God òno longer strangers but citizens in the household of Godó.    Two children who 
participated in our Lenten Journey are preparing for Baptism on Easter Sunday which will be the 
outward, sacramental culmination of the inward òsouló awareness of their place as citizens in the 
household of God.  

As the children took a Lenten Journey following the footsteps of Jesus (with a slight detour 
to follow the steps St. Patrick; of one of the òofficial saintsó of the church!), adults gathered for 
quiet reflection on Paulõs Letter to the Ephesians. Together we meditated upon the deeper meaning 
of Paulõs call to each and every one of us to remember that in Christ Jesus we are all òoneó.  Led by 
the One Spirit we are called to live lives reconciled to God and each other in Christ.  We are called 
into unity to build òone body of Christó where each member is valued not because we are all the 
same but because in Christ we are centered in the same source of love --  even as we are different in 
our expressions of that love.  

Also during Lent, Youth Leaders John and Vanessa explored what òJesus Love YOU!ó really 
means.  They gathered the 6 th -12 th  graders each week for fun, fellowship, music and Bible reflec-
tions on how Jesusõ love brings us closer in community. 

Additionally, many women of the congregation gathered for a Womenõs Retreat in an inti-
mate setting amongst our beautiful Santa Cruz redwoods. Here they discovered new possibilities 
for the power of the Holy Spirit to fill them with spiritual gifts to be shared with the broader com-
munity.  Overflowing with hope and possibilities many came away eager to use their spiritual gifts 
to advance ministries of hospitality, stewardship, compassion ministries, discernment and com-
munication.  All look forward to sharing more about how others can discover their spiritual gifts 
and but them into action here at St. Philipõs and beyond! 

Another more òconcreteó fulfillment of both the spiritual gift of leadership and a God-given 
ability to create can be seen in the completion of the Jim Sotelo Memorial Kitchen!.  With abun-
dant joy we will be celebrating this Easter in a brand new kitchen ñmore fantastic than any of us 
would have ever imagined.  We believe this kitchen will be a source of new ministry possibilities 
with hospitality and compassion ministries.  Our facility has always been a place generously 

shared with those beyond our church community ñand now we will be better equipped to offer 
even more with this new kitchen at the hub of our worship and fellowship.  A propos to this new 
vision of our kitchen, Sandy Sotelo chose one of Jimõs favorite Biblical quotes which will be used to 
memorialize the kitchen:  òéI was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed meéTruly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.ó (Matthew 25:34; 40)  
Please mark your calendars for a special kitchen celebration on April 25, 4:30 -7:30pm.  

Meanwhile:  Happy Easter ñòHe Is Risen.  He Is Risen, Indeed.  ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!ó 
 In Christõs love, 

      Pastor Mary and Jim Blessing  
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Fellowship Dinners  
Back by popular demand!  We want to set up some dinner dates for the 
April/May time frame.  If you are willing and able to host a potluck supper for 8, 

please contact Vicky Granger -Jones ( 831 438 7658 or granger -jones@sbcglobal.net ) giving 
your name and a proposed date.  As soon as hosts have come forward, jars will appear in the 
foyer for people to put their names  in!  Decide when you are able to attend a dinner and 

place your name, email address and phone number in to the jar.  I will organize the groups , 
contact hosts with a list and they will organize the potluck with their group.  These dinners 

are a wonderful way to get to know members of our church community and a great way to 
bridge the 8:00a.m. / 10:00a.m. divide!!  Hosts - please specify if you can accommodate chil-
dren; Diners - please indicate the members of your group.  Cheers!!   Vicky  G -J  

Youth Trivia Night: 
Friday, May 14th 

6:30p.m.  
Invite your friends to our first ever 
YOUTH TRVIA night.  Group to-
gether in teams of six(ish), come 
up with a theme, costume your-
selves (if you dare) and bring a de-
sert to share!  A pasta, salad & 
garlic bread will be provided.  
 
Fabulous (!?!) prizes awarded for :  
¶ best table theme  
¶ yummiest dessert  
¶ best themed desert  
¶ craziest costume  
¶ worst costume  
¶ top scorers on quiz  
¶ lowest scorers on quiz  

Jim Sotelo Memorial Kitchen Dedication Ceremony and Dinner  
 Sunday April 25   4:30pm -7:30pm  

 

òI was hungry and you gave me something to eat,  
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,  
I was a stranger and you welcomed meéééé.. 
Whatever you did for one of the least of theseééé...you did for meó    Mathew 25:35-40  



A poeméééé.. 
 

Free, yet tethered  

Bound yet unbound  

Open, yet directed  

Expressive,yet discerning...  
 

What is this that we call   

up  

for inspiration?  

What do you call this space   

between thought,  
the 'wood between the 

worlds?'  

 

What are the attributes of 

this place?  
Wide,yet very narrow  

Speech, yet speechless  

Bringer of life, yet content to 

be 

 

What do you call this space?  
How do you express it?  

Does it have a name?  

what am I being called to be?  

 
Donna  

Womenõs Retreatéééééé... 

Gathering in the redwoods near the river was an 
inspiring time of reflection and discovery.  In ad-
dition to our deep work with spiritual gifts many 
found quiet time for personal reflection and some 
did genuine work reconciling differences, growing 
closer in unity with God and each other in Christ. 
 Mary 

 

 I enjoyed the retreat for a chance to connect in a quiet and 
genuine way with the ladies of the church. The group 
seemed like an innocent gathering until you decided to 
leave right in the middle of something, and then realized 
that there was something sacred about the space, and to 
leave it just then would disrupt an important cohesive fac-
tor.   Meeting in the cabin was also an intimate experience; 
we could all sit around a fire and speak softly. 
Doing yoga on the deck with the trees above was a new 
experience for me. That too, was light and innocent, yet 
rich with meaning and creative potential,  Donna 

 
The cabin was the perfect place for a small num-
ber of people to meet. The general level of 
women helping women prevailed so that no one 
had to do it all. the food was wonderful, all of it. I 
liked the home grown atmosphere that showed 
we all have gifts to share and build up the body, 
community.   Lizz  

 

The following sums up the retreat for 
me:  Redwoods, sunbeams glancing 
through the trees, the sense of life con-
tinuing from generation to genera-
tion, friendships continuing and develop-
ing, and our spiritual gifts discovered and 
nurtured.  Dianne 

 
It was such fun identifying our spiritual gifts! I really 
appreciated seeing how our individual gifts compli-
mented each other and enjoyed gaining a richer ap-
preciation of the women in our church community..  It 
was very energizing to realize the joy we are given 
when we utilize our gifts to Godôs glory!  Vicky 
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Saturday, 
May 8thé.. 
St. Philipõs 

Garden 
Tour & 

English Tea 
Luncheon  

 

Scones!  
 

To help Vicky Granger -Jonesõ stress levels, please let her know that you will be willing to 
make scones for our English Tea.  Please bring to St. Philipõs on the morning of Saturday 
8th.  Use your favorite family recipe or try the òEnglishó recipe one be-

low!  

¶  
All Purpose Scones  

¶ 1½cups of flour  

¶ ¼ tsp salt  

¶ ¼ cup butter  

¶ ½ cup + 2 tablespoons milk  

1.  Sift flour and salt into a bowl  

2.  Rub butter into flour until mixture resembles fine breadcrumbs.  

3.  Add milk all at once.  Mix to a soft, but not sticky dough with a knife.  

4.  Turn out onto a floured work suface.  Roll out to about ½ inch thick.  

5.  Cut into 7 or 8 rounds with a 2½ inch cookie cutter.  

6.  Transfer to a greased baking sheet  Brush tops with extra milk  

7.  Bake at 450°F for 7 -10 minutes or until well risen and golden  

8.  Cool on a wire cooling rack  

9.  Serve with butter or whipped cream and jam!  


