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Pastorõs Letter:  
ò  

Dear people of St. Philipõs: 

Easter joy has been abundant here at St. Philip's Church!!  Fabulous òEaster Seasonó 
celebrations brought new families and friends into our midst throughout the Spring.  
Thanks to the tremendously hard -working efforts of John Gallagher and the kitchen re-

model crew we enjoyed one special event after another ñand there seems to be no end in 
sight of the possibilities now that we have an upgraded kitchen at the òhub of our Christian 

hospitalityó.  Here are some of the incredible events we have already hosted in the Jim 
Sotelo Memorial Kitchen:  

Maundy Thursday the Clift family led us in a Seder Supper using our new kitchen 

(read all about this in the April Newsletter).  
Palm Sunday saw a special pre -baptism birthday party ñincluding piñata!  
Easter Sunday we enjoyed a festive brunch and Easter Egg Hunt  
April 25 was the official òkitchen remodel dedication dinneró complete with the Sotelo 

Family; Mayor Jim Reed and other community leaders; donors and the St. 

Philip's òfamilyó. (see more in photos and article elsewhere ) 
National Day of Prayer (May 6) was observed here with community leaders pleased to 

enjoy coffee juice bagels and donuts  
Our stupendous English Tea/Garden Tour (May 8) was efficiently managed and ele-

gantly presented to uplift the spirits of Mothers of all sorts ñhooray for sun!  
First ever òYouth Trivia Nightó was hosted on May 14 with 40 youth and many adults 

in attendance ñenjoying yummy lasagnas and colorful cakes!  
Pentecost Pancake Picnic celebrated on Pentecost Sunday (May 23) gave us a chance 

to fully utilize our new Viking Stove and range -topñwhat a wonderful 
òbirthday of the churchó celebration!  

All these fantastic fun celebrations are but the òtip of the icebergó for what we imagine 
being able to do as we move forward continuing to feed òall Godõs childrenó spiritually as 
well as with actual food.  

As we have been keeping Jesusõ words close to our hearts and on our lipsé òI was 
hungry and you gave me foodéjust as you did it for one of the least you did it for meéó  we 

have found ourselves open to receiving NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE beyond our-
selves.  
  Recently new member Lark Ritson connected St. Philipõs with Santa Cruz Rival minis-

tries.  Through this generous òstreet ministryó to the homeless and hungry we are becoming 
partners in opening a satellite Food Pantry which offers bags of food for local people in need.  

The first day we received a trunk -load of potatoes/cereal/cabbage/eggs/chips/peanut but-
ter/bread/tortillas and more we quickly discovered those in need and within a day gave 
away most of the food.  It will take a while for us to develop a regular pattern of loading up 

our shelves and giving the food away but our Office Manager Anita Dilts and compassionate 
member Carter Potts have started us down a path of managing the Food Pantry. We pray 
this will go a long way to fulfill Jesusõ call to feed and care for òall  His childrenó. 

 Please open your heart to find ways to support and invite others into this loving òhub 
of Christian hospitalityó. 

 In Christõs love 
   Pastor Mary and Jim Blessing  

       



The Scotts Valley Library is officially underway!  St.Philipõs is 
excited to support the SV mayor and others in the community 
and are happy to host an opportunity to hear more about this 
project.  

11:45 a.m. (after the 10:00 a.m. service) Sun-
day June 6th   

The new library is  a chance for all of us to leave our finger-
prints on Scotts Valley for generations to come.  If you are interested in literacy 
and education, come enjoy some of Vicky Granger -Jonesõ soup and hear about 
the plans for the library!   

Page 2  

Notes from the Bishopõs Committee May 2010 
 

Food Pantry  
The office was contacted by Santa Cruz to ask if we would consider becoming a satel-

lite food pantry.  It seems to be a good fit. Pre packaged bags of food will be stored at 
the St. Philip. Distribution will take place through the church office during office 
hours as the needs become known. Re supply will take place as needed. At this time 

there is no scheduled donation time or day. Anita Dilts has agreed to handle the ac-
tual distribution. She is already the person individuals in the community come to for 

help.  
 
Kitchen note  

The new kitchen looks great. We would like to keep it that way. So the BC is asking 
for someone to step up with the gift ofó kitchen manageró. This person would be re-

sponsible for posting notices that will guide all kitchen users in maintaining a clean 
workspace. The manager would also track cleaning supplies and notify the office of 
needs. This task is concerned with the interaction of equipment and users. It is nei-

ther event planning nor coffee hour responsibility, although the manager will have to 
work with those in charge of these.  
 
Mission to Parish  

Work which provides the diocese with the information they require continues. A real 

difficulty has been consistent financial reports.  Once more I have been made aware 
that accountants do not mean the same thing I do when they say bottom line. In our 
case the total money in and out of accounts (the bottom line) includes the memorial 

offerings for the kitchen. Well it is money we have handled and we have a new kitchen 
to show for it. But it still makes a peculiar òbumpó in the financial report. We have 
been advised to footnote the memorial and insurance monies.   

 
Financial Reports  

The BC is looking into some way to keep the entire congregation up to date on finan-
cial happenings. In the next few weeks a format for the Sunday announcements sec-
tion or the monthly newsletter will be developed and implemented.  
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St. Philipõs Garden Tour & English Tea Luncheon 
The 2010 Spring Garden Tour and English Tea was a lovely event this Spring. We were 
truly blessed with gorgeous weather, on the day of the tour!  

This year, visitors could tour a Japanese -inspired koi pond garden in Felton, and expan-
sive English country garden on Bean Creek, a Wild West Cactus garden in the middle of 

Scotts Valley and an endearing perennial enclave created by a prize -winning gardener. 
Last but not least, we offered a 
personalized 2 hour tour for na-

tive plants enthusiasts who hike 
a 14 acres property restored by 
hand using innovative technique 

including òbiocharó. 
In the kitchen, the mountains of 

scones were a great reflection  of 
the generosity of our church 
community. Flower arrange-

ments made the whole parish 
hall feel like a continuity of the 

lovely gardens. Raffle baskets 
and lobby sales were very dis-
played elegantly and tempted 

many.  
About 120 tickets were sold gen-
erating close to $ 3, 400.00 net!  

 
A special Thank You to Claire Mills for finding the last 2 gardens to get the whole tour go-

ing and for Dennis Potts for stepping up as publicity coordinator.  
 
THANK YOU TOALL who made this day so successful é see you next year!    Anne Ritchey  

  Income - 

April  

Expenses -

April  

Income - 

YTD  

Expenses -

YTD  

Budgeted 

Income-

YTD  

Pledge 

Status 

2010 19,496 16,000 64,900 60,127 62,584 -4,719 

2009 17,391 13,873 64,016 57,843 55,217 -3,325 

Financial Facts  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Note that financial statements are prepared after month end, so the report will reflect 
data up to the month prior to the newsletter submission deadline.  

Apparently there have been requests for some basic financial summaries to be re-

ported in the newsletter, so I am endeavoring to provide the desired information.  If 

there is something more you would like to see reported, please contact Jane Ellis at 

dragonsinger47@yahoo.com  or 438 -7959.  

mailto:dragonsinger47@yahoo.com

